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A in each Campus (40 in 20 Campuses pan India) for artisan/ward of artisans in Bachelors L

of Design(B.Des.) Candidates belonging to these Categories are exempted from NIFT
Entrance Examination and have to appear for a studio test and a personal interview.

| am reaching out to you to promote this information among the artisan community to
take the advantage of admissions. The online applications for the same have been
invited through NTA portal. The URL for the same is https://fexams.nta.nic.in/niftee-
artisans-2026/. The last date for registration is 28" February, 2026. Brief information
pertaining to Eligibility Criteria and Scheme of Examination is enclosed.

I request you to forward the information to all offices /concerned for further dissemination
for benefit of Artisan Community at large. All NIFT campuses have been instructed to
ensure 10 applications each and they will require support from your offices in this regard.

The field offices of yours may kindly be instructed to assist and support the concerned
campus Directors so that any eligible artisan family is not missed from availing the

opportunity for their children.
V\)M ,\_,ei;a,,\ptg "

(Tanu dshyap)

Dr. M. Beena, IAS
Development Commissioner (Handlooms) ;u}
Office of Development Commissioner, |

Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi-110011 ()j'
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ARTISAN ADMISSION GUIDELINES

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

FOR BACHELOR'S Programmes (B.Des)

Who can apply?

Any candidate who fulfils the prescribed age and
educational qualification criteria for the concerned

programme can apply.

§. Qualifying Age

Maximum age should be less than 24 years as on Ist
August of the year of admission. The upper age limit may
be relaxed by a period of 3 {five) years for candidates of
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Person with Disability
(PWD) categories

2. Educational Qualification for Bachelor of Design
(B.Des) Programmes (Fashion Design/Leather Design /
Accessory Design /Textile Design/Knitwear Design/
Fashion Communication/Fashion Interiors)

Passed the plus 2 level examination in the 10+2 pattern
of examination of any recognized Central/State Board
of Secondary Examination, such as Central Board
of Secondary Education / State Board New Delhi /
Council for Indian School of Certificate Examination,
New Delhi.

or

A pass grade in the Senior Secondary School
Examination conducted by the National Open School
with a minimum of five subjects.

or

3 or 4-years diploma recognized by AICTE or a State
Board of Technical Education after secondary school

examination.
or

Any Public School/Board/University Examination
in India or in foreign countries recognized by the
Association of Indian Universities as equivalent to
10+2 system.

and

Artisan/Ward of Artisan can seck admission under
this category on submission of a valid Artisan Card
issued to Self/ Father/ Mother by the Development
Commissioner  (Handicraft), or  Development

Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India or have applied for the Artisan
card before the launch of Admission prospectus 2026
i.e 8th December 2025.

SCHEME OF EXAMINATION

Candidates will have to appear for an Artisan Skill Test,
personal interview and verification of documents will be
done at the Exam Centre opted by them for Artisan Skill
Test. The Artisan Skill Test will be designed to test the
knowledge and skill aptitude of the candidate. Special
practical hands-on Artisan Skill Test will be conducted at
the test centre pertaining to the trade of the Artisan.

* Entry to the Examination Centre will be allowed with
Admit Card only. Mobiles and other technical gadgets
will not be allowed inside the Examination Centre.
Candidates found with mobile or other infotech gadgets
will be asked to leave the examination centre and shall
be disqualified.

* Candidates should reach the Examination Centre at
least 60 minutes prior to the commencement of the
examination. The Artisan Skill Test will be held at the

allotted exam centre.

Candidates from lower income group may be considered
for grant of scholarship offered by the Ministry of Textiles.

SCHEDULE OF ARTISAN SKILL TEST, PERSONAL
INTERVIEW AND ELIGIBILITY/DOCUMENTS
VERIFICATION

Date of test will be notified on NIFT website, www.nift.
ac.in.

Merit list will be prepared based on the marks obtained by
the candidates in Artisan Skill Test and Personal Interview
subject to fulfilling the eligibility criteria and verification
of documents as per schedule and weightage/ marks
indicated below:



COMPONENTS AND MARKS FOR EVALUATION OF
ARTISAN SIILL TEST (ARTISANS)

Component | Marks |

Artisan Skill l

Test: |
|

Course Venue

Visualization of
| form and space

| Innovative and
Creative use of
| material

I Composition of

70

Construction skill
and Finesse of the
model

Overall

l presentation

Centres

| Bachelor
of Design
(B.Des)

Write up:

Explanation and
| Communication of
concept '

Language

| Personal
Interview ‘
(verification of
documents / ‘

| eligibility)

30

Elements |
- Test |

| Total Marks | 100

* Artisan Skill Test - Creative ability and basic 3-D
modelling ability (using 3-D modelling clay) or other
material(s).

ADMIT CARD

On the basis of information given in the NIFT application
forms, admit card of provisionally eligible candidates will
be available for download from wwwnift.ac.in. Admit
Card will not be sent by post. Candidates are advised to
regularly check NIFT website for updates.

SEAT ALLOCATION

Based on the suitability of skill, allocation of the course
and campus in order of merit and preference will be given.
The result of the selection test will be displayed on the
NIFT website.

Candidates applying for the examination should ensure
that they fulfill all the eligibility criteria for admission.
Their admission at all the stages will be provisional, subject

to their satisfying the prescribed cligibility criteria. During
verification at any time, if it is found that candidate does
not fulfil the eligibility criteria, his/her candidature shall
stand cancelled without any notice or further reference.
NIFT shall not be Liable for any consequences on account
of such cancellations.

SEATS AVAILABLE

Two supernumerary seats are carmarked in B.Des
programme at each campus under Artisan category.

HOW TO APPLY : SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION
FORM

Candidates can apply online at www. nift.ac.in

Guidelines for applying online may be referred for the
purpose. The application fee has to be paid through online
payment gateway.

-+ Non-Refundable Fee for Open/OBC (Non-Creamy

Layer)/Open-EWS  Category: Rs.2000/- through
payment gateway.

* Non-Refundable Fee for SC/ST/PWD Category : Rs.
500/- through payment gateway.

Mode of Payment:

Payment of application fee (Rs.2000/- or Rs.500/-) can
be paid through credit cards/debit cards through NIFT
admission website as explained above. The Bank and
transaction charges on the application fee will be borne by
the applicant.

Applicants are advised to apply on time and keep a printout
/ photocopy of application form for further reference
along with proof of payment.

LiIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

The following documents shall be uploaded for admission.
fiy Self attested Certificates of qualifying examination
ie. 12th class/diploma/degree (Marksheet and

certificate).

In case the candidate has appeared/appearing
for qualifying exam/compartment (of final year/
semester) and the result is due, the date sheet/admit
card for appearing examination has to be brought at
the time of interview at NIFT,

Proof of date of birth (Secondary school marksheet &
certificate) (Photocopy).

SC/ST/OBC - Non-Creamy Layer/PWD supported
with requisite certificate in the name of candidate, if

(i)

(iv)

applicable.



(vi)

Certificate of Medical Fitness to be signed by a
Registered Medical Practitioner in the prescribed
format in original.

Self declaration for seeking provisional admission
only in case, the result of qualifying examination is
yet to be declared.

(vii) An undertaking regarding Anti-Ragging.

(viii) An undertaking regarding refund of fee.

(ix)

A valid Artisan Card issued to self/Father/Mother
by the Development Commissioner (Handicraft), or
Development Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry
of Textiles, Government of India prior to the 08th
December, 2025 or launch of Admissions — 2026.

Note: -

Original Documents need to be produced for
verification when the candidate reports at the exam
centre for Artisan Skill Test.

Photocopy of all the above said documents should be
self-attested.

In case any of the above document(s) is/are in any
language other than English/Hindi, then a certified
translation in English/Hindi should be produced duly
verified by the issuing institution/ gazetted officer/Self
attested (original and photocopy) by the candidate at
the time of Artisan Skill Test. Failure on the part of
candidate to produce the requisite authentic translation
may result in refusal of admission.



